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Wanted to share a technique to help stop unnecessary barking. Herding dogs tend to bark, it's
something they needed as herders to move the herd/flock and to communicate with their
person.

Sometimes this communication becomes a bit much and we would like to find a cue to stop
their barking when we ask.

Our dog trainer told me years ago to fill an aluminum can part way with pennies, and after we
had asked the dogs to stop barking, shake the can to create a loud, obnoxious sound. The
sound would interrupt their train of thought, and cause them to stop, at least for a moment. If
they start again, ask them to stop, and if they don't, shake the can again. Repeat as needed
until dog is quiet.

| didn’t think this was going to work, but yelling at them to be quiet certainly didn’t improve
things either, so we tried it. To my amazement it did work.

| did think a bunch of empty cans sitting around was unsightly, and then tended to get picked
up and thrown away, so | needed to find another solution.

We had seen for years how the sound of a whip cracking (not hitting, just snapping to make a
sound) could stop the most determined foxhound from chasing a deer. So | thought maybe we
could try that, and it worked perfectly, as long as | didn't hit myself with the whip. After a few
too many bruises on myself, | realized that wasn't the ideal solution, so | kept searching.

Then | found these clapper things at Oriental Trading and tried them, success! They are
plastic hand shapes made out of plastic that you shake and they make a loud clapping sound.
It's a perfect distraction for the dogs. They are also very inexpensive, so | could leave one by
every door, gate, anywhere the dogs might get triggered to bark.

The coolest part of this is, as long as you ask them to stop barking first, then pick up the
noise maker and make the noise, the dogs start to learn that if they get quiet, you don’t make
the noise. Our more determined dogs will just need to see the clappers, | just hold them up,
and they settle right down.

So instead of going crazy yelling, or even spanking, neither of which ever seem to work, just
find something that makes an irritating noise, and your dogs will want to stop barking.

| don’t mind some barking, | like to know when someone pulls up, but when | say thank you for
letting me know, | want them to get peaceful again. This has worked for us.
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These are the clappers from Oriental
Trading mentioned on the previous page.
You can find them at orientaltrading.com .
<_

Below is another method for trying to get your Sheltie to bark less!
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